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A Time of Opportunities:
The Piquetero Movement and 
Democratization in Argentina
TRIGGERED	BY	THE	DEEP	economic	and	social	crisis	that	culmi-
nated	 in	 00,	 broad	 popular	masses	 took	 to	 the	 streets	 all	 across	













































Democratic	 movements,	 concerned	 with	 the	 establishing	 or	
maintaining	political	rights;









collectively,	MTD,	have	attracted	 the	 interest	of	 academic	 research-











de la revuelta	by	Raul	Zibechi;	Entre la ruta y el barrio	by	Maristella	
Svampa	and	Sebastián	Pereyra;	Piqueteros, notas para una tipología by	





































































tive	democracies:	 rallies,	 strikes	and	demonstrations	 (Tilly	and	Tilly	
9:9-;	44-6	and	99-0;	Tilly	97:5-7).
The Unemployed Workers Movements (MTD) 
The	Unemployed	Workers	Movements	(MTD),	collectively	known	also	






problems	 of	 everyone.”	With	 some	 justification	we	 could	 describe	
































Later	on,	 the	 spread	pattern	extends	 further	 to	peripheral	pop-
ular	 neighborhoods	 in	 the	margins	 of	 great	 cities	 such	 as	Rosario,	
Santa	Fe,	and	Córdoba,	in	999	reaching	the	popular	neighborhood	
and	the	“villas”	of	the	Conurbano	Bonaerese	near	Buenos	Aires,	where	







































of	 the	 efforts	 to	 bring	 the	 various	MTD	 actors	 closer	 together.	 The	
MTDs	of	the	ten	districts	of	the	conurbano	–Almirante	Brown,	Lanús,	


























Using	 narrow,	 effective	 tactics,	 the	 piqueteros	 have	 imposed	 a	
broad	agenda	in	the	form	of	demands	presented	to	the	government.	
During	 a	piquete,	 or	 a	 road-blocking	 action	 campaign,	 demands	 to	
free	 jailed	militants	are	aired,	as	are	calls	 for	the	withdrawal	of	 the	
police	force	from	events	organized	by	MTD,	for	food	assistance,	for	







organizational	 ties	 between	neighbors,	 and	 at	 exploring	 new	 forms	
of	communitarian	organization.	MTD	as	a	social	movement	has	 in-












to	 something	similar	 to	what	 the	 tactics	of	 the	political	 right	 strive	
for:	isolation	of	the	demands	from	below	and	encouragement	of	the	
reactionary	tendencies	in	the	middle	classes.	The	piquete	campaigns,	




The Movement Expanding towards the Government
The	 great	 political	 disenchantment	 entailed	 by	 the	 hegemonic	 rise	
of	neoliberalism	and	its	values,	making	themselves	felt	in	almost	all	














cially	 in	00-0,	 started	promoting	an	 integral	vision	uniting	 large	
sectors	of	social	and	popular	organizations	and	focusing	on	political	






















have	 started	 turning	 away	 from	 mere	 humanitarian	 assistance	
projects	under	the	banner	of	charity.	In	their	stead,	we	can	see	a	
new	emphasis	on	the	need	to	foster	the	growth	of	popular	organi-





























nized	masses”	 has	 now	been	 established.	While	 earlier	 on	 only	 the	
unions	were	directly	engaged	on	the	plane	of	national	politics,	now	












ged	 this	mutual	 approximation.	 The	 leadership	 in	 the	 organization	
was	assumed	by	Emilio	Pérsico,	a	veteran	activist	from	the	so-called	
“Peronism	of	Left”	and	more	recently	also	 the	piquetero	movement,	
who	maintains	 to	have	 found	 in	MTD-Evita	“a	 tool	 for	 the	struggle	
for	more	work	 and	 for	 social	 inclusion—two	 crucial	 issues	 for	 the	
country’s	reconstruction.”






The	members	 of	MTD-Evita	 show	 considerable	 involvement	 in	
the	national	and	provincial	governments.	Through	his	position	in	the	
organization,	Pérsico	himself	has	been	able	to	advance	his	career	and	













sico	 acknowledges	 his	 unconditional	 identification	with	 “Kirchner’s	
popular	project”	and	the	concomitant	“task	of	transforming	the	Pro-
vince	of	Buenos	Aires	under	[Governor]	Solá’s	direction.”	
The	 mutual	 understanding	 of	 the	 shared	 stakes	 has	 thereby	
started	 to	 take	 shape.	 According	 to	 Governor	 Solá,	 the	 spread	 of	
MTD-Evita	“exemplifies	how	activism	and	militancy	can	proceed	to	





















Rupture with Traditional Forms of Political
Representation: The Assembly Process and the






























	 	Arendt,	Hannah	(99),	La condición humana.	Barcelona:	Editorial Paidós.
4	 	En	Svampa,	Maristella	(00),	“El	análisis	de	la	dinámica	asamblearia,”	in	Bombal,	ed.,	
Nuevos movimientos sociales y ONGs en la Argentina de la crisis.	Buenos	Aires:	CEDES.







Secondly,	 the	 assemblies	 can	be	 viewed	as	 an	 expression	of	 an	
emerging,	disruptive	new	type	of	protagonism,	irreducibly	social	and	
political	at	once,	that	breaks	with	the	fatalism	of	the	ideological	spee-
ch	 of	 the	 990s	 and	 reinvests	 individuals	with	 their	 capacity	 to	 be	
true	actors	in	the	public	life	–indeed,	to	become	subjects	of	their	own	
destiny,	 in	both	 the	 individual	and	 the	social	 sense.	 In	 this	 fashion,	
the	 assemblies	 brought	 with	 themselves	 a	 promise	 of	 the	 creation	
of	trust	and	spaces	of	solidarity	through	which	social	bonds	can	be	
(re)constructed.	



















and	 loyalty	 to	 the	cause	are	 the	 task	of	 the	 leadership,	which	must	
succeed	 in	convincing	 the	actual	and	potential	movement	members	











































acting	on	 the	national	arena;	where	 their	accomplishment	 lies	 is	 in	
making	their	claims	and	demands	heard	by	the	political	system	in	a	
fashion	that	it	can	constructively	respond	to.	





5	 Giddens,	A.	(999):	La tercera vía. La renovación de la socialdemocracia.	Madrid:	Taurus.

















































































The	unemployed	workers	 have	 demonstrated	 a	 distinct	 capaci-




spearheading	 participatory	 forms	 of	 democracy	 on	 local,	 regional,	
and	national	levels.	In	Argentina,	the	state	has	been	the	target	of	these	





lower	 the	barriers	of	 social	 exclusion	and	 inequity	 and	attain	a	 ca-











hts,	 it	 highlights	 the	 role	 of	 responsibilities.	 Accordingly,	 the	 Third	
Way	as	a	political	program	would	have	“to	maintain	social	justice	and	
to	accept	that	the	range	of	questions	that	escape	the	division	into	Left	
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